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Power lines 
Liberals in Harro«a~ · thi• week should be 

thirsting for power. it wu Jo Grimond who once 
said that he wa1 marchin« his troops towards the 
sound of gunfire. That wa1 a long time ago. In the 
meantime, the Party · ha• gained tome 
battlenound experience: it now has to mount a 
major offentive. · :. ' ·:. : ' 

lt cannot do that it it · 1tarta 1nlping at Ita 
~eeneral. David Steel hu taken the Liberal Party 
closer to real power than it hu been thete 60 year• · 
or more. The Liberall thould not waste their 
energiee on schemes aimed at cutting him down to 
'ize. (A lot of-political opponents have tried to do 
;hat, and failed.l , - ,. · · : 

Community · politic• have brou~eht great 
dividends to the Liberal Party, but on the national 
scene there haa to be more. The critics who want 
to take control of the manifeeto away from the 
party leader are ·bot 'thinking straight. David 
Steel muat have the laat word on the manifeeto aa 
part of the ·mechanism for aettling policy with the 
Social Demoerats. , -,: · . -: · - · · 

With David Owen emerging as a powerful 
leader of the Social Democrat&, it would be foolish 
to clip David Steel'• wlnga, eepecially since David 
Steel is such a clear-cut electoral auet throughout 
the country. If the two Davids can make a ~eo of it, 
elections will be there for the winning. · ,-, . 

· An opinion poll has just shown the AllianCe five 
points ahead of.Labour, although well behind the 
Tories. Mrs. Thatcher la now the main target: the 
European Parliament . election• next · aummer 
provide the atimulua for Alliance aolidarity. 

For Liberal council candidates to campai~ 
vi~eoroualy on local iaaues make. aenae. But the 
Party ahould beware qf interpreting community 
politics to mean becomin« the prisoner of every 
vocal pre11ure group, and of shying away from 
practical national priorities. . ·. · 

The Alliance needs to concentrate on the main 
lines of atrategy. That abould be foremost in 
delegate• minda ~t Ha~gate thia week. 

Renlana scandal 
The Government promiaed in the · Queen' I 

speech that lt . would make proposals for 
proaecution• ' In court to be by an independent 
service and not, at now, by the police. Scotland 
and the United Statea both have independent 
prosecutors, and many people aee thi1 ae an 
euential lafel(uard . ir police 'powers or 
investi~eation are to be atrengthened. 

Representative• of the probation officers and 
the Le~tal Action Group point out that the new 
prosecution aervlce ofTen the ehanee to limit the 
time people are held in cuttody awaltln« trial. 

Len~tthy remands are a tcandal: quite orl.en the 
people remanded in cuatody are not ~ven prison 
sentences. They may be cleared or they may be. 
fin~ or ~eiven auapended sentences. 

Before 1970, men on remand could expect to be 
in custody 14 to 20 days. By 1981 this had reached 
an avera«e of 38 daya . On June 30 that year, 1,200 
remand prisoners had been awaitinte trial for 

· more than three month11, 
In Scotland there are limita of 110 days for 

indictable offences and .CO daya for aummary 
offences . There outeht to be llmit1 in En.cland, too. 

.·. , . ·. ": · 

go awa· 
DESPITE the airy dis­
mi88als of people like 
Magnua Pyke, (above), 
UFOa refuse to eh ut up and 
goaway. · ' 

... .. 
It Ju•t won't do to &weep 

away the t.ettimonr of aerioua 
aod often very ummqinative 
people in their thouaanda, 
perbape ten. of thouaanda, 

· throuchout the world. · 

'ln The Evidence For The 
UFO• (The Aquarian Pr .. 
£2.50) Hilary Evan1 euminea 
the aichtinp carefullr. and 
with notable lack of f\Jllability. 

Yet, people do · tee 

aomethinc : bricbt lichta, 
metallic object.l, creat 
ewoopinc diaca with occupant• 
in1ide, etrance creatures who 
emerge and abduct people. 
The odd thinc i. tt~t though 
the •ichtinp follow a pattern 
or a number of dietinct pat· 
lema, it ie rare to find two 
eightin1• of what appeal"'l to be 
the ume obiect. 

Mr. Evane' pe1110nal opinion 
ia that there are four aourcee of 
UFO reporta. A few, he think., 
are eecret rovemment device• 
beinc teeted. But that doeen't 
11ccount for the vaet maiority. 

·by JOHN 
HEWITT 

A 1ood many are 
psychological in origin. 
Something trinera a fanwy 
eo detailed and lifelike that the 
witneat himtelf eincerely taket 
it for reality. In it.aelf, pointe 
out Mr. Ev1n1, thil i1 a 
phenomenon of the utmoet 
•ignificant, promi•inc ua nfw 
ineight into the human mind. 
What the "aomething" i1 that 
operatft the triner il, of 
course, another quettion . 

He •uue.ta tome UFO. are 
natural biological object•. 
creature. which poeee•• 
limited intellicence. Thie ia a 
cop·out a• nowhere doet be 
produce more than the m01t 
meagre evidence for this view· 
point . . 

Hie favoured explanation i• 
that dtepite all counter objc•C· 
tion1 a creat many UFO• ue 
alien craft, though their eur· 
veillance operation (if that ie 
what it ie) i• beinr conducted 
"in a remarkably eporadic 1nd 
unworkmanlike manner" . 

The truth i•, 11 he admit•. 
that there ia atill no cle•r 
evidence ror any of the 

P~,ke-.~n enemy of unreason . · .. 
a11et1ment ·or ' OOWIID(, 
which he declare~ to be a 
fallacy but 1ay1 he Ill 
p~pared to_ be prov~ .wrong~ 

DR. MAONUS Pike 
(left), like_ all true 
aclentbts, dC)eln 't believe 
much in !magic and 
mystery. 

"Part of the dl(n.ity and 
patueaa of man and woman 
l1 ba.ed on rea1on," be 
write• In the proloi'Ue to hie 
"dictionarY re fallaciel," 
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Rrd Rag to a Bull (Collln• 
Wlllow, £6.95). . 

"What we are and what we 
have become, our 
undentandlnc or the 
univene, our abiUty to fly to 
the moon, to heal the 1ic.k, to 
tee what I• 1ola1 on a 
tbouund mile• a way - our 
1clentlnc achievement• -
have all come trom the u.e of 
rea1on. 

.. On the contrary, I beUeve 
that when we fall 1lave to 
UDI'e&IOD, that l1 to faUacy, 
we cli•P"ace ourMlvee." 

. · That aald, he then flaU. 

./ .. :·. 

·;. ~~-

Into a whole hoet of fallaclel, 
aome dangerou• but othen 
harmJe111y dan, and 
proceed• to demoll•b them. 

Altro.fogy? Cruh-Bani-
Crunchf goe. Dr. Pyke and 
the be1Jef1 come tumbling 
down. The people who fo!Jow 

· their horoscoPM are; be 
· reckone, "•imple and 
mi•(Ulded" - aithoucb be 
doe. own that a 1tudy of the 
1ky for &ltrolocical purpo.ea 
did help to improve man'• 
Klentitlc Jmowledce of the 
universe. . 

Crocodlle tean? A load of 
rubbilh, apparently. Croc• 
. do not cry with remone when 
they devour people. lt'1 their 
1aUva eland•, buratin1 Into 
chomplnl activity, that al1o 
cauM their ey" to water. 

Copper banclee to ward or 
rhewnatlam7 Becaute 
there'• no hard evidence that 
lt'a effective, declarM Dr. 
Pyke, lt'a a CaUacy. ·. 

Elepbantl pGIIeiiiDI Ion( 
memorie1? There'• no 
evidence that they remember 
any more than other animal• . 
l1 the Pylle verdict. 

- Well how about o•trlchet 
burying their beadt la the 
1and under the beUef that 
becau.e they can't tee, 
neither can they be &een? 
Non.en1el declare~ Dr. 
Pyke. Any 1peclee .a daft and 
deluded wouldn't tiave 
aurvived aelonc aa oetrlcbet 
ha:"• •urvtvecl. ·· .. · 

. .· :; ·· . 
H~n-beocllnc, ratb« 

precl.lctablY, 11 kicked into 
touch by the Jood doctor. So 
are UF01, levitation, . the 
powen or the pyram.ldt. the 
Shroud or Turin, .. wart-

... eha~ and phrenoloty. 
. Dr. Pyke cli•milae•1hem la 

no uncertain · manner :.;.. 
althou1h a •Ucht note 'of 
doubt . ereep1 Into hie · 

Magnue Pyke clobben, In 
total, 64 fallaclet - "eome 
bated on ignor&noe, othen 
on trickery, and other. agatJl 
on .elf-deception and 
IUWbillty," he 1ay1. . . 

'Ha• he done mankind ~ 
favour? Some will think be 
ha~, by ea vine us trom ·our 
IU&Jf"tltlonl. 

Othen, unable to .cope 
· with . the Idea of a purely 
rational unlverN, will reeent 
the epirited way he ha• taken 
some of the macic out or ure. 

Alld yet, ·there -1• 1one · 
fallacy that Dr. Pyke never 
touch" upon - hla OWil 
apparently-held beUed that J' 
you wave your arm• aroun 
fa1tenouch, you'll flyl 

MIKE PRIES'fL~! 

FORMER pilot John Smith'• first book is who loaet ·hia licence at the age~( -40. The I~ 
inevitably about the world he knows so well ahould not worry Ritchie because he ie afraid to 
;_the world of flying charter aircraft and fir but he hu to CO throurh with hie last chamr 

airmen who have never come to tenne with C!~~\~~i~e~~~=~·c7t~~ri~ ~c~u•e .~~ ~~ 
lif_!! on the ground. ·.To carry out .t.he mialion he n'e.rla a fo~ 

The boOk, Skyti-ap, (Century £7 .95) unlike · pilot's licence and once in Africa be finda that 
Guinet11 Book of Recorda holder Smith, never the chamr to ferry an aircraft from Malawi'.'tc> 
geta off the 1round. It promaaee much, it leads Iarael ia infinitely more complex. . · · -
the reader on, but remort~elealy let.a them down. ·. T.h d 1 •· 1. · · · · d · dj ·"'d 

There ia certainly pace in the book, but it ie . . '. e . ea lD~ v~ . ann• an . am on 
only ~tood in parta. .. . . . . . . · . · , , . emucgl~nr and Ritch.ie, · the . ma.n ~bo. haa lal!t 

. both hi• nerve to fly and has ptlot a Ucence,-411 
The hero of the tale Stephm Ritchie hae eome - cau1ht up in the centre of a dan11eroua web:of 

remarkable 1imilaritiee to the a~;~thor, if the murder. ·· · ~. ·. ~ · ·. · .. · · · 
publiaher'a notee are any_ guide, and it i. ob~ . ~ ' • · · · · · · 4 

; vioualy John Smith'• experience~ a1 a pilot .. There. aeeme to be"«? way out for our hero, but 
which he hu drawn upon to put into fiction .. · . ".I fou~d at a chore tul1Ulll the pacee and wu n,Qt 

. . , - turpn~ed at the final outcome. · . : •·· ' 
. Our hero Step he~ rutchie ia ann r.,hter pilot .. . I . . ; . I . . . ' LA WRY SE..-\R 
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expl~ationJ We juet don't••••. ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

·~~~tJLr§~ ·Sriloke s.ignal ~~~~~[:, c 
The patter~ here ia that the A RED INDIAN will ehortly eize figure ia beinl carved by aomebow it fot chanled to a 

viaione u 11 u~lly appear to be atealthily creepinc into ~elf-taught · Ti~ley Red Indian, • he eaya. 
children •td 11-1-4 and Bradford - but there il no woodcarver Peter Berry, who At pretentbe .11 forbidden 
repeat · over eeveral week e. ea UN for alarm u he will already enjoys a wide to reveal ·the ultimate 
Some arc iee by the children take up a po~ition outlide a reputation for the creation of rleetination o( the atatue but 
alone, other by witneaaee. tobacconiet'• 1hop, 10 mmiature carvinp of i\ will undoubtedly make a 
Some form etatic or •ilmt revivin1 an ancient tradition. Yorkabire characters. colourful contribution to the 
tableaux. Moat of the viaiora The •li1htly leu than ha_lf. city centre and perhape 

k f h :Itl be b .1 Some careful and detailed ultimately becom" u famou1 
u or c • • to ua t, etudy w•nt a'nto makinc the 
tream t ~cated to them "' u the figure of Napoleon in 

a d I o . i di d' Indian, which bu not yet York, which eervet a •imilar 
an warn o~ mpen nr ••· been Chrietened. Mr. Berry 
uter to the \torld if people do (From the Telel!'apb A found he had to arrance for . purpose. 
not return to \he true faith. · Arlrua of September 11, liS3). 11 

At Fatimal'n 1917 there wu TWO Bradford bUiln .. men hi. local library eepecia Y to 
M W E 0 •--..Jal d M obtain a copy of the Treatury 

the miracle o. the dancinc aun, - r. · · uwu • an r. of American Antiquiti• to 
which ha• rnany •imilaritiet A. V. Murtrat~yd - made •et all the detail• correct. 
with a UFO encounter. hlltory today. They were the " 

McClure ie•m• to lean fint Bradford wool buyen who The f~ture, which will be 
towerde a pa ychic explanation. have ever flown to the Brietol colourfully paintf'd later, hae 
The children involv.d were all Wool Fair - the olde.t In a hfaddrell of tobacco leaves 
more "•enaiti\'e" than othtl"'l of Encland - which opera there and eupporta a cigarette box 
their a'e and their vieio111 have tomorrow. with one arm whilst the other 
eome ••milantiee with thoee of 0 0 holda a bundle of cigal"'l. The 
mediume. wampum around the neck ia 

"I am fu from convinced THE annual rilli•' ball at baN!d on an original Indian 
that the VIrgin Mary ha• Balmoral Cutle hu been d . 
vieited earth during the flit cancelled in in coneequence, it T~· tradition of havinl 
1900 yeara", be •ay• "But em l• undentood, o{ an epidemic euch a ltatue out.eide a 
more than e~·er committed to ol mumpe in · the tobacconiat'1 ehop 1eem1 to 
fi~ding out why 11? f!!any ~.eo: ,!;eic~urhood ofCrathie. ht~ve died out and Mr. Berry 

Poet .hunt 
BRADFORD Writen' 
Circle I• on the lookout for 
buddinc poetl. 

The circle ie running ita 
annual poetry competition 
and i• invltinc poem• ror 
two 1ection1, llcbt or 
leriOUI verte, with & 50p (u 
for entry and a 24 line limit. 

The rulet eay that any 
number of poem• can be 
aent. Competiton mu•t 
•"nd a etam~. addrneed 

By Argus 

Well spotted! 
REAJ1ERS of the T 4: A have .. 
been writin11 in to tell ue that 
in our September 9 i11ue the 
date et the top of Pace 9 aaid 
Auru•t 26. · .. .. 

Some of them have be·.~ 
cleeful; othera have been 
11rcutic. 

Well done, all of you, for 
epottin11 the deliberate 
mistake. We like to . ched1, 
from time to time, that our 
readel"'l are paying attention. 
Sea idee, we'd loae credibility, 
wouldn't we, if we were 
perfect ALL the time. 

~TODAY'S THOUGHT ~oC;J 
0 . ''lt I• phyelcall.Y 1. 


